
November - December 2021

Dear East Gates partner,

As we close out 2021, there is so much to thank the Almighty for.  We just had the opportunity to do so 
during one of the most blessed holidays in the Western world - Thanksgiving.  The Apostle Paul wrote 
under inspiration that we must be grateful in all circumstances and situations (I Thess.5:18).

So often we ask, “God, what is your will?” And yet Paul reminds us, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God for you” (I Thess. 5:16-18).  We teach our Chinese 
students that developing the mind of Christ or learning how He thinks will enable one to have a continual spirit 
of joy, prayer and gratitude which is the best antidote for the true pandemic that has swept this world - fear.

During this past year, we’ve been teaching our Chinese students that throughout the ages, Judeo-Christians 
have always been in a spiritual battle of immense proportions.  Before the foundations of the world when God 
chose us to be His holy sons and daughters (Eph.1:3-4, Rom.8:29-30), we soon discovered we were born into 
a military family with a doubled-edged sword in one hand (Word of God) and a shield of faith in the other!  
Essentially, Jesus is our armor -- our helmet of salvation (Yeshua), breastplate of righteousness, belt of Truth, 
feet shod with the gospel of peace (shalom) and our prayer language so we can boldly proclaim the gospel 
(Eph.6:10-19)!

East Gates has sown much into the Baoshan Bible Training Center in Yunnan 
Province.  Here, teachers and students put on the armor of God daily and live out 
Colossians 2:5.  They are a prayer force to contend with!

Colossians 2:5
Amplified

“For even though I am absent 
(from you) in body, nevertheless 
I am with you in spirit, delighted 
to see your good discipline (as 
you stand shoulder to shoulder 

and form a solid front) and to see 
the stability of your faith in Christ 

(your steadfast reliance on Him and 
your unwavering confidence in His 

power, wisdom and goodness).”

Chinese believers know from 
the get go that to be holy and 
set apart in an atheistic country 
invites persecution so they 
must be UNIFIED in spirit and 
continually GUARD what is 
precious to God.

May - June 2021

Dear East Gates partner,

As we enter the second half of 2021, there is much to reflect 
upon given all the disturbing events that continue to surface 
around the world.  Although it becomes difficult to turn on the 
news nowadays, the Lord admonishes us in Matthew 26:41 to, 
“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  We admonish 
our Chinese sisters and brothers that the essence here in the 
Greek is that we must be actively watching and praying.  But 
merely watching and praying has no contextual reference or 
relevance unless grounded on what Jesus accomplished at His 
first coming (as revealed in the Spring Festivals: Passover, 
Days of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Firstfruits and Weeks) and 
what He will be fulfilling at His return (as revealed in the Fall 
Festivals: Feast of Trumpets, Atonement, Feast of Tabernacles).    

Most of our students know that because of God’s unfathom-
able Passover sacrifice through His Son, Jesus Christ, we are 
now cleansed by the blood of the Lamb.  Through genuine 
repentance and what happened on Pentecost (Acts 2) they now 
realize that same dunamis power that Yeshua promised in John 
14:26 is present in them!  

Chinese believers are learning how in God’s 
realm, the spiritual is intimately tied with the 
physical and everything has symmetry.  The 
Temple menorah within the Inner Court was the 
Temple’s only light source and had to be kept lit 
continually.  The Spring Festivals add “light” to 
the meaning of Christ’s first coming and the Fall 
Festivals add “light” to His epic return.  Pentecost 
reveals how only through God’s Spirit living in 
us, can we, as His Bride, be made ready.

This was only made 
possible because the Father had 
resurrected His Son and seated 
Him at His right hand as proph-
esied symbolically back in 
Leviticus 23:9-12 when right after 
the first Sabbath after Passover, the priest would take the 
“firstfruit” of the people’s Spring barley harvest or wave 
sheaf offering (representing Yeshua’s resurrection) and 
wave it to the north, south, west and east and from earth 
to heaven.  (The Apostle Paul mentions Yeshua as the 
resurrected firstfruit in I Cor.15:20-23).  Fifty days later, 
on Shavuot or Pentecost, the firstfruits of the Spring 
wheat harvest were to be baked into two loaves of bread 
(representing Jew & Gentile) for the priest to wave 
before the Lord picturing the resurrection of those who 
will become one new humanity with Yeshua (Eph.2:15)!

God’s dunamis power has been working in the hearts and 
minds of our Chinese disciples as they treasure what God is 
doing in these days from Genesis to Revelation.  They’re 
seeing how everything in the Old Testament ties in with the 
New and how Yeshua is the fulfillment of everything the 
Father promised!

Can you imagine...yeshua, our Savior, couldn’t wait to dwell within us!
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Ned and Christina Graham

the spirit of the lord is upon me; because the lord anointed me to bring good news 
to the humble; he has sent me to bind the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim release to the captives And freedom to prisoners.

It’s one thing to have the 
Spirit of the Lord hover over 
or be upon you.  It’s another 
thing to have God’s Spirit 
living and thriving within you.  
When the latter occurs and the 
Spirit is not quenched, God’s 
passion becomes yours.

Here in Tibet, our co-workers 
continue to serve with the 
Tibet Sunshine Children’s 
Care Center in loving the 
leper, orphans, locals who are 
mostly poverty stricken and 
the elderly (60 yrs. +) whose 
population in China will 
grow from 17.4% to 30% by 
2040.  We subsidize tuition 
for the youth and diplomati-
cally work with local officials 
with the goal of creating a                                                                                                                              
Godly harmonious society.

Please pray that more funds 
and co-workers can assist in 
supporting this vital ministry.

Unfortunately, pain management 
is what most Chinese elderly 
must live with on a daily basis.  A 
co-worker applies a small infrared 
heat unit on a resident’s knee to 
help with her mobility.

~ isaiah 61:1 ~

The red banner states:  The Tibet Sunshine
Children’s Care Center expresses sympathy to 
the Jiang-qu Leprosy Rehabilitation Center in 
Qu-shui County.

In days gone by, East Gates staff and co-workers truly needed to pray for safe travel in 
order to reach some of the remote village areas to distribute Bibles or equip and serve 
local believers.  We still have photos (above) reminiscent of when mission trips were 
pretty harrowing.  Today, modes of transportation and roads have greatly improved but our 
target destination may still take a day or more to reach.

Our co-workers unload bundles of food and supplies for the Leprosy Rehabilitation Center.

Outside of the much welcomed prayers 
and fellowship, we bring medical skills 
and new technology to address some of 
the children’s and elderly’s many needs.

may you be blessed to overflowing for your continual vision and heart 
for our brothers and sisters in China.
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“...be on guard against every evil thing.”

~ deuteronomy 23:9 ~  

Our Chinese brothers and sisters know we are living in Bible times and 
how their King admonishes them to carefully KEEP, GUARD and PROTECT 
what God has given to them for their eternal welfare and destiny.  The 
Hebrew word for “guard” is shamar, שמר.  It’s the same word used when God 
placed two guardians or angels to guard or shamar the Garden of Eden.  

So from God’s Word that we place in our Chinese students’ hands, they are 
learning how to:

Proverbs 4:23      Guard their hearts.
Psalms 103:18     Guard His covenant.
Psalms 106:3       Guard His justice.
Psalms 119:55     Guard His law/teachings.
Deut. 5:12           Guard His Sabbath.
Rev. 3:11             Guard faithfully their crown...and much more.

Two candles are lit on the Sabbath day 
as a reminder of God’s directives to 
remember (zachor / Exo.20:8) and 
guard (shamar / Deut.5:12) His Rest.  
Interestingly, true Rest seems to allude 
humanity as DIS-EASE mounts in their 
desire to want to control every aspect of 
time, space and anything made in God’s 
image or nature.

When it comes to guarding our hearts against every evil thing, we’re teaching our students that we’ve entered 
a very special season of the year.  On the biblical calendar, we’re in the 9th month of Kislev.  It’s known as a 
month of darkness aflame with hope because it contains the longest night of the year yet is host to Hanukkah 
(Heb. dedication) also known as the Festival of Dedication or Festival of Lights.  It was an annual festival that 
Jesus was well-acquainted with for we read in John 10:22-23, “At that time the Feast of Dedication took place 
in Jerusalem; it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple area, in the portico of Solomon.”  We ask our 
students why was this significant?  Because here was Jesus, the Light of the World, piercing the darkness as 
the surrounding Jews wanted to stone Him because they couldn’t believe He was the Son of God.  Here was 
Jesus, Temple of the Living God, observing a festival that commemorated a time about 200 years before He 
was born; when the Second Temple in Jerusalem was grossly desecrated by the colossal Syrian-Greek Empire, 
yet eventually cleansed and rededicated back to God through the military victory of a handful of Maccabean 
Jewish priests/warriors who all had the heart of a lion.  A miracle occurred because the Maccabeans guarded, 
treasured and restored what was holy and would not assimilate into Hellenistic culture.

What’s wonderful is by treasuring and protecting what God considers of infinite value, He guards and watches us.

Psalms 145:20    The LORD watches (shamar) over all who love Him.
Proverbs 2:8       And He watches (shamar) over the way of His godly ones.

Lahu Tribe Training Center students gather for prayer and fellowship.   Jesus lives in each one of them to light up China.
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“So then, be careful how you walk, not as unwise people but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil.”

~ Ephesians 5:15-16 ~  

For You Light My Lamp;
The LORD my God 

illumines my darkness.

Psalms 18:28

A sister in the Lord who is making the most of her time and one 
whom we’ve assisted is Sister Gu.  She became an urban church 
minister after completing her studies at a well-known overseas 
seminary but her priority has always been to preach the gospel to 
street vagrants and beggars.

About six months ago, she met this handicapped girl (right) begging 
on the sidewalk.  At that time, she shared the Gospel with her and led 
her in prayer to accept Christ.  Just recently, she met up with her again 
and discovered she is a Christian learning how to pray to the Lord.  
The blind beggar sitting next to her is a brother in Christ.  He has a 
beautiful voice, so Sister Gu asked him to sing a hymn.  He sang, 
Tears of Thanksgiving.  May God raise up more servant leaders like 
Sister Gu.

Blind Christian beggar singing the hymn, 
“Tears of Thanksgiving.”  

Sister Gu led this hopeless and 
homeless elderly man to Christ.

Handicapped girl / beggar whom Sister 
Gu shared the gospel and led to Christ 
about six months ago.

As in most nations, 
it’s incredibly difficult 
for the handicapped in 
China to be accepted or 
find employment.  That 
is why we help equip 
and fund Pastor Tang’s 
ministry, House of Olive, 
a church and home for 
handicapped children.  
We provide them Bibles, 
Christian study materials, 
medical assistance and 
more.  Thanks for making 
this wonderful ministry 
possible!

House of Olive handicapped youth 
redeeming the time in a safe and 
secure environment.

As we draw from God’s Holy 
Spirit (oil of anointing and blessing) 
to serve those whom He calls us to,  
by His grace, He gives us a long 
wick to be His Light and love in this 
dark world.
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Ned and Christina Graham

知足常樂
All Chinese know the 

well-known expression, 
Zhi zu chang le.

A contented mind is a 
perpetual feast.

Psalms 85:9

Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 
that His glory may dwell in our land.

As most of the Judeo-Christian world will soon be celebrating the birth of our Savior, Yeshua, Jesus the 
Messiah, like our devout Chinese brothers and sisters, let us remember to guard, protect and treasure what 
our risen King has bestowed upon us.  May we walk in wisdom, not wasting the precious time He has so 
graciously lent us.  With a grateful heart, let us continue to rejoice, pray and be forever thankful for the 
Light of the World has pierced the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it (John 1:5)!

House of Olive believers soaking in God’s 
blessings and redeeming the precious time they’ve 
been given.  May we do the same.

We celebrate all that has been accomplished this year for God’s Kingdom 
and glory in China.  We, and our East Gates staff and co-workers, pray, 
praise and give thanks to you for your vision and mission through us as we 
continue to sow and reap for the great harvest to come.  Together, we look 
forward to an even more bountiful 2022! 
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